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ticular the duty of overseeing the Church and promoting j
her temporal interests.    It was  doubtless with such a
meaning that the Romans and their bishop bestowed it
upon the Frankish kings, acting quite without legal right,
for it could emanate from the emperor alone, but choosing
it as the title which bound its possessor to render to the
Church support and defence against her Lombard foes.
Hence the phrase is always * Patricius Romanorum;' not,;
as in former times, ' Patricius' alone: hence it is usually
associated with the terms ' defensor' and 'protector!    And
since 'defence1 implies a corresponding measure of obedi- i
ence on the part of those who profit by it, there must have!
been conceded to the new patrician more or less of positive
authority in Rome, although not such as to extinguish |
the supremacy of the emperor.                                       j
So long indeed as the Franks were separated by a' Extinction
hostile kingdom from their new allies, this control re- ; ^/^/^"
mained little better than nominal     But when on Pipin's \ dom by
death the restless Lombards  again took up arms and ^rl^tbe
menaced the possessions  of  the  Church,  Pipin's  son Franks.
Charles or Charlemagne swept down like a whirlwind
from the Alps at the call of Pope Hadrian, seized king
Desiderius in his capital, himself assumed the Lombard
crown, and made northern Italy thenceforward an  in-
tegral part of the Frankish empire.   Proceeding to Rome
at the head of his victorious army, the first of a long line
of Teutonic kings who were to find her love more deadly
than her hate, he was received by Hadrian with distin-
guished honours, and welcomed by the people as their
leader and deliverer.    Yet even then, whether out  of
policy or from that sentiment of reverence to which his
ambitious mind did not refuse to bow, he was moderate
in claims of jurisdiction, he yielded  to the pontiff the